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THE MASSIVE FLOOD AND THE TINY FLOOD 
Pastor Jim Dunn 

 

 

Luke 3:1-20 

John the Baptist Prepares the Way 

3 In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate being governor of 

Judea, and Herod being tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother Philip tetrarch of the region 

of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene, 2 during the high priesthood 

of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John the son of Zechariah in the 

wilderness. 3 And he went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of 

repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 4 As it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah 

the prophet, 

“The voice of one crying in the wilderness: 

‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 

    make his paths straight. 

5 Every valley shall be filled, 

    and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 

and the crooked shall become straight, 

    and the rough places shall become level ways, 

6 and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’” 

7 He said therefore to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood of 

vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8 Bear fruits in keeping with 

repentance. And do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ 

For I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children for Abraham. 9 Even now 

the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is 

cut down and thrown into the fire.” 
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10 And the crowds asked him, “What then shall we do?” 11 And he answered them, 

“Whoever has two tunics is to share with him who has none, and whoever has food is to 

do likewise.” 12 Tax collectors also came to be baptized and said to him, “Teacher, what 

shall we do?” 13 And he said to them, “Collect no more than you are authorized to do.” 

14 Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what shall we do?” And he said to them, “Do not 

extort money from anyone by threats or by false accusation, and be content with your 

wages.” 

15 As the people were in expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning 

John, whether he might be the Christ, 16 John answered them all, saying, “I baptize you 

with water, but he who is mightier than I is coming, the strap of whose sandals I am not 

worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17 His winnowing fork is in 

his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but the chaff 

he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 

18 So with many other exhortations he preached good news to the people. 19 But Herod 

the tetrarch, who had been reproved by him for Herodias, his brother's wife, and for all 

the evil things that Herod had done, 20 added this to them all, that he locked up John in 

prison. 

 

 

“Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come?” (Luke 3:7) 

 

A massive storm was coming. It would become the deadliest hurricane in US history. But at 

first it simply appeared to be “unsettled weather.” That’s how a captain referred to it as 

his ship sailed through it 1000 miles east of the Caribbean. The date was August 27, 1900. 

Three days later, when it reached the Caribbean, it was called a tropical depression. By 

September 1st, the US Weather Bureau was identifying it as a storm of moderate intensity.  

 

So, another 3 days later they alerted their branch office in Galveston, Texas: A tropical 

storm was entering the warm waters of the Gulf of Mexico, headed due west. On 

September 7th, all of the typical weather signs of an approaching hurricane led the US 

Weather Bureau in Galveston to hoist up the double square flags of a hurricane warning.  
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But the residents of Galveston did not heed that warning. Most stayed in their homes. The 

authorities did not go house to house to urge folks to leave the island. They thought the 

island could withstand a hurricane. Though at the time the highest point on the island was 

only 8 feet above sea level. When the Cat 4 hurricane struck Galveston the night of 

September 8, 1900, the storm surge was 15 feet high. The island wasn’t merely flooded, it 

was deluged. Between 6,000 and 12,000 people were dead.  

 

Far more than that would be left dead when the Roman armies destroyed Jerusalem in 

AD70. That massive storm, that wrath of God, was already on the horizon in the days of 

John the Baptist. The weather signs of that storm could be read in Luke’s list of leaders at 

the beginning of this passage. Pontius Pilate and Herod were the official political leaders 

of the Jews, but all they did was oppressively tax the Jews on behalf of Rome. Annas and 

Caiaphas were the official religious leaders of the Jews, but they were more interested in 

collaborating with the enemy than in shepherding God’s people.  

 

So, the Jews were itching for rebellion against Rome, but they were also starving for 

leadership at the most crucial time in their history. In the years ahead, that famine of 

leadership would cause many to follow misguided men into war against Rome. Gone 

were the days of when Nehemiah and Ezra had so faithfully led God’s people. Now had 

arrived days like those when Jerusalem lived under the heavy taxation of Babylon. When 

their king, Zedekiah, and their priests, had led the people to rebel against Babylon. What 

had happened back then to their city and temple was about to happen again. A 

massive storm was coming. 

 

As the Lord had sent the prophet Jeremiah to warn His people in the days of King 

Zedekiah, now the Lord sent His prophet, John, to warn them again. “Even now,” John 

said, “the axe has been taken from its sheath. It is already standing against the tree that’s 

next in line to be cut. Every tree therefore that does not bear fruit will be cut down and 

thrown into the fire.”  
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The crowds asked him, “What then shall we do?” Here is where this passage connects 

with you and me. For in every generation there comes some kind of storm, whether it’s an 

earthquake, a famine, a war, a false prophet, a time of persecution. These things are not 

the storm that came upon Jerusalem in AD70. These common storms don’t even come 

close to the storm of God’s wrath that will come on Judgment Day. The storms that this 

world throws at us are nothing compared to the storm of God’s wrath. But they should all 

point us back to God. So, in answer to their question, “What then shall we do? John does 

not answer, “Keep your weapon at the ready.”  

 

He does not say, “Hoard extra food.” He does not instruct, “Invest in gold coins and hide 

them under the mattress.” John does not preach, “Stay tuned to the news, and, oh by 

the way, don’t forget to tape up your windows.” Rather, John focuses God’s people on 

living a life of repentance, a life of loving God with all one’s heart, soul and mind and of 

loving one’s neighbor as oneself.  “Whoever has 2 tunics is to share with him who has 

none, and whoever has food is to do likewise.” To the tax collectors he said, “Collect no 

more than you are authorized.” To the soldiers he said, “Do not extort money by threats or 

false accusations, and be content with your wages.”  

 

It’s the same instruction we receive from Luther’s Small Catechism. Luther says, “Consider 

your place in life according to the Ten Commandments: Are you a father, mother, son, 

daughter, husband, wife, or worker? Have you been disobedient, unfaithful, or lazy? Have 

you been hot-tempered, rude, or quarrelsome? Have you hurt anyone by your words or 

deeds? Have you stolen, been negligent, wasted anything, or done any harm?” In other 

words, “What’s going on with you at work? Are things okay at home? What are you 

thinking about these days? How are you making use of your possessions?” Because a 

massive storm surge is coming.  

 

The Last Day stands on the horizon. Where are we lacking in regards to the fruit of 

repentance? In what sins have we settled down and made ourselves a home? Experts 

say the longer a person has lived in a coastal area, the less likely they are to evacuate for 

a storm. Evacuate. The longer you hold onto a sinful action, word, or thought, the less 

likely you are to evacuate, to leave it behind, even though you’ve been warned that a 

massive flood is coming. 
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A word of warning is necessary, but it is not enough. In some hurricane-prone parts of the 

country, they have a magic marker strategy. When a massive storm is coming, they send 

out authorities house to house to warn residents to leave. When residents refuse, they give 

them a magic marker and ask them to write their social security number on different parts 

of their body, so that it can be identified after the storm is over. It’s cold, but it works.  

 

Well, God has His own sort of magic marker strategy for His people. He sent John to 

baptize and to warn, but also to say that what the prophets had promised was about to 

happen. They had promised that God Himself would come and lead and shepherd His 

people. The very thing we will celebrate again 19 days from today. At that most crucial 

time in history when God’s people needed a leader and were starved for leadership, 

God Himself would come and lead and shepherd His people. As He had done in the days 

when He led His people in a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. There would 

be a new exodus. He would bring a tiny flood. A baptism like when Israel went through 

the Red Sea. Only the baptism Jesus would bring would not drown Pharaoh and his 

armies. Jesus’ baptism drowns our sins. Washes them away. Every day. Jesus’ baptism, His 

tiny flood drowns our arrogance and our pride. Jesus’ baptism does not free us from 

slavery to Pharaoh. It frees us from slavery to our sins, even those sins we are reluctant to 

evacuate.  

 

In the tiny flood of Baptism, Jesus marks us as belonging to Him whatever storms may 

come.  

 

On Thursday morning I had the privilege of tracing that baptismal mark on the forehead 

and heart of our brother Art Peuster seconds before he died. The sign of the cross, the 

cross, where Jesus’ body was marked with the wounds that still identify Him as our Savior 

and as the true King of the Jews. The cross with which we are marked in baptism, that 

marks him as His own. That has reminded God’s people for 2000 years who we are and 

what we’re about. God leads us by His Word. He leads us to safety, through repentance, 

to love Him and our neighbor. He leads us through the storms of life. Of the massive storm 

of Judgment Day we need not fear, nor need we let fear direct us in any other storm of 

life. For, you and I have already been through the tiny flood. The sign of the cross marks us 

as belonging to Jesus forever.  Amen 

 


